piece of canvas tacked to the upper part of the screen and hanging down loose against it. Only a few inches separated the stalk and the canvas.
It seems strange that the pair used this location, as there was a big cottonwood and other trees close to the house that they might have used as a nest site. On June 22, two pairs of Hooded Orioles and their semi-pensile, basket-shaped nests were observed in cottonwoods at the Sala ranch house in Granite Springs Canyon. Unfortunately I left the area soon after the eggs were laid, so I could not follow the completion of this nesting. The Hooded Oriole is the western oriole most likely The grackle had now come to a position near the shore where rocks and small holes made many small puddles, in one of which a sparrow was bathing. The next instant the air was full of cries and fury. Because of the rapid movements and the unexpected attack, I cannot say how the grackle seized the sparrow. The excessive flapping of wings and the aggitated movements left too many details to the imagination that the eye could not see. The grackle was now astride the sparrow holding it tightly in its feet and under the water, while repeatedly pecking at the head. The sparrow fought with all its strength to raise its head above the water and to gain shallower ground. This it did because of its constant movement and the unsure balance of the grackle. The grackle then released its hold, hopped off and with its bill dragged the sparrow back into deeper water, again mounted its back and held tightly so that the entire body was submerged and continued pecking the head. Again the sparrow through frantic movements had gained shallower ground with head above water. Again the grackle dragged it back to deep water, remounted and continued pecking. Movements of the sparrow now became less agitated and its cries weaker until within a space of seven or eight minutes it was drowned.
At the moment of attack all of the other sparrows, at the first cries of their own kind, flew to surrounding trees and shrubbery. During the entire incident only
